A pediatric AIDS patient with superior mesenteric artery syndrome.
Superior mesenteric artery (SMA) syndrome is a unique type of small bowel obstruction resulting from the compression of the duodenum by the SMA. This is a case of SMA syndrome in a cachectic 6-year-old boy with AIDS who presented after a 2.3-kg weight loss in the preceding month. Unfamiliarity with this condition coupled with its intermittent, nonspecific symptomatology probably results in underdiagnosis of SMA syndrome. The presentation, predisposing and associated factors, and methods of diagnosis and treatment of SMA syndrome are all discussed.